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The education at Marlborough when I went there
was of the conservative type: if I say that during
the whole of my time there no attempt of any kind
was made to teach me any sort of science, it will be
realized that I date from the dark ages. When I
mentioned this fact recently to Dr. Stephen Leacock
he was so much shocked that I could not resist adding
that I was very glad of it, which shocked him still
more. I shall try to show later that I was not merely
trying to be funny or uttering wanton blasphemy
against a great subject.

How much has been gained by half a century of
reform is a matter to be discussed later. French
was taught in a somewhat perfunctory manner: I
remember that in the Sixth Form we studied Guizot's
Histoire de la Civilisation, and as " civilisation"
was one of the harder words, our preparation time
was largely devoted to brewing and consuming a
mixture which was called (I think) Edwardes' Desic-
cated Soup. When we arrived in school, our time
was devoted in large measure to tracking the deriva-
tion of various French words: we often wrote down
O.G. (for Origine Germanique), and with still greater
pleasure O.L (for Origine Inconnue). This was a
harmless sport, but cannot be said to have done
much to fit us for the interplay of conversation with
our Gallic neighbours.

Mathematics were pursued to the level of the
Higher Certificate Examination, and I look back
with loathing on many a wasted hour. I was even